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THE DUBLIN PENNY JOURNAL. 



Menasi supposes that the objects seen in the Fata Morga- 
na in the Straits of Reggie to which we have alluded, are 
representations of objects seen on the coast. He accounts 
for the appearance by the supposed inclination of the sur- 
face of the sea, and its subdivisions into different planes 
by the contrary eddies. He explains the Aerial Morgana, 
Dy referring it to the reflective and refractive powers of 
effluvia suspended in the air. 

When the rising sun shines fromihat point whence its 
incident rays form an angle of 45-^ on the sea of Reggio, 
and the bright surface of the water is not disturbed either 
by the wind or the currents, the spectator being placed 
on an eminence of the city, with his back to tiie sun, and 
his face to the sea, on a sudden there appear on the wa- 
ter, as in a catoptric theatre, various multiplied objects, 
viz. — numberless series of pilasters, arches, castles — well 
delineated j regular columns, lofty towers, superb palaces, 
with balconies and windows, extended alleys of trees, de- 
lightful plains, with herds and flocks, armies of men on 
foot and horseback, and many other strange figures, in 
their natural colours and proper actions, passing rapidly 
in succession along the surface of the sea — during the 
whole of the short j)eriod of time while the above-men- 
tioned causes remain, 

Wilson, in hia travels, mentions a singular optica! illu- 
sion which ii;j observed in Egypt: — "I perceived the I 
turrets and sycauiore trees of.Rosetta, at which time] 



I found myself greatly exhausted from oppressive heat 
and fatigi\e ; and, li-ke other travellers, was deceived by 
the mist and apparitional lake so celebrated under the 
name oi the Mirage or Al Serah, the illusory lake of the 
desert, which, even at a very short distance, had the most 
perfect resemblance to a vast slieet of water, with trees 
planted in it at certain dibtauces, and reflecting every 
surrounding object as a mirror. We fancied this watery 
wilderness to be an insurmountable barrier to our reach- 
ing Rosetta, and that our guide had mistaken the proper 
track through the desert; but as we advanced, the sup- 
posed lake and its objects vanished : so powerful was the 
optical delusion. This prospect is at first sight cheer- 
ing, but ultimately is most delusive. The traveller quick- 
ens his steps to reach the place where he hopes to 
quench his thirst, and feels the bitterness of disappoint- 
ment ; in truth, an ignis fatuus is not more tantalising. 
Even swallows in great numbers gkim over these imagina- 
ry pools. This singular phenomenon is i« all probability 
that which is alluded to by one of the prophets, and 
psalmist; and it may serve to point, out how false the 
objects pursued by men of the world are, and how like 
these streams of tlie desert; besides it reminds us of that 
' mist' which ' went up from the earth, and watered 
the whole face of the ground,' when ' God formed man 
out oi the dust of the ground.' " 




VILLAGE OF AVARRENSPOINT. 



About five miles from the town of Newry, and com- 
manding a fine view of the Rostrevor and Carlingford 
mountains, stands the handsome village of Warrenspoint. 
In one direction the houses form a little square, and in 
another, stretch along the edge of the shore, where there 
is a convenient quay, at which there are in general several 
sailing and steam vessels. It is esteemed one of the best 
and most frequented bathin»-places in the North of Ire- 
land. In 1827 a neat small church was erected here ; 
and immediately adjoining the town there is a Presbyte- 
rian meeting-house, and also a Roman C:t?holic chapel. 
Although, but a few years since, this was a very inconsi- 
derable village, it at present contains from eight iuindrcd 
t9 ene thQusuud inhabitantst A large winduiiil »i»nf{» 



nearly in its centre, and adds considerably to the pic- 
turesque and pleasing appearance which the village |)re- 
sents at a distance. There was formerly a very extensive 
rabbit-warren here, from which circumstance tlie place 
derives its name. From this point there is a most delight- 
ful view of the scenery of Rostrevor. 
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